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DROMOPHIS PETERS, 1869 (REPTILIA, SERPENTESV 
PROPOSED CONSERVATION UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS 

Z.N.(S.)2375 


By Donald G. Broadley ( National Museum, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe) 

n, ■, , Th f pur P 0 ? e of this application is to suppress the generic name 
Philodendros Fitzinger, 1843, used only once in the literature during the 

a oL hUndred years ’ which is a senior synonym of Dromophis Peters 
I 869. 

2 In 1843 Fitzinger erected the genus Philodendros, designating 
Dendrophts praeornata Schlegel as type species (Syst. Rept., p. 26) 

3. In 1846 Agassiz published the name Philodendrus, an unjusti- 
ned emendation of Fitzinger’s name {Nomen. Zool., Index Univers., p. 
285). 

4. In 1869 W. C. H. Peters erected the monotypic genus Dromo- 
phts to accommodate Dendrophis praeornata Schlegel (Monatsber 
kontgl. Akad. Wiss. Berlin, p. 447). 

5. In the last revision of the genus, Loveridge cited 42 papers by 
16 authors in which the name Dromophis was used, but overlooked the 
name Philodendros Fitzinger, 1843 (1940, Bull. Mus. Comp Zool 
Harv., vol. 87, pp. 7-12). 

6. In 1957 Loveridge pointed out that the name Philodendros 
Htzmger had priority over Dromophis Peters and urged that the Com- 
mission be requested to set aside the older name (Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool 
Harv., vol. 117, pp. 159 and 277). 

Since 1940 the name Dromophis Peters has been used in at 
least 22 papers by 15 authors. In accordance with Article 79(b) of the 
Code approved by the XVII Congress in 1972, the following is a selec¬ 
tion of at least 5 different authors and in at least 10 publications’ in 
which Dromophis has been used during the past 50 years: 

£ COrtecc '’ G’’ l9 ^ 9 ‘ Ofidi Velenosi dell’Africa Italiana, p. 140. 

(_) Bogert, C. M., 1940. Bull. Am. Mus. nat. Hist., vol. 77, pp. 12 and 

(3) Loveridge, A., 1953. Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool. Harv., vol. 110, p. 

(4) Witte, G.-F. de, 1953. Explor. Parc. natn. Upemba, Miss. G-F de 
Witte, vol. 6, p. 233. 
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(5) Laurent, R. F., 1956. Annls Mus. r. Congo beige Ser. 8 vo, vol. 48, 
p. 247. 

(6) Perret, J. L., 1961. Bull Soc. neuchatel Sci. nat., vol. 84, p. 136. 

(7) Fitzsimons, V. F. M. 1962. Snakes of Southern Africa, p. 219. 

(8) Underwood, G., 1967. A contribution to the classification of snakes, 
p. 136. 

(9) Broadley, D. G., 1971. Puku, vol. 6, p. 87. 

(10) Pitman, C. R. S., 1974. A guide to the snakes of Uganda (Revised 
Edition), p. 152. 

8. Since its establishment, the generic name Philodendros 
Fitzinger has been used only twice: once in its emended form Philo- 
dendrus by Agassiz (1846, op. cit.) and once recently in a list of genera 
assigned to the tribe Psammophiini of the subfamily Lycodontinae by 
Dowling & Duellman (1974, Systematic herpetology, p. 112b, 3). 

9. In the interests of nomenclatural stability the International 
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is therefore requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Philo¬ 
dendros Fitzinger, 1843, for the purposes of the Law of 
Priority, but not for those of the Law of Homonymy; 

(2) to place the generic name Dromoplus Peters, 1869 (gender: 
masculine), type species by monotypy, Dendrophis praeor- 
nata Schlegel, 1837, on the Official List of Generic Names 
in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name praeornata Schlegel, 1837, as 
published in the binomen Dendrophis praeornata (specific 
name of the type species of Dromophis Peters, 1869), on the 
Official List of Specific Names in Zoology; 

(4) to place the generic name Philodendros Fitzinger, 1843, as 
suppressed under the plenary powers in (1) above, on the 
Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in 
Zoology. 


